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very high levels of financial difficulties reported by sole parents are of particular concern,
especially in the context of the welfare reform bill which is currently being considered by
the Federal Parliament. This legislation will see sole parents who apply for Centrelink
benefits after July 1, 2006 on lower incomes than is currently the case once their
youngest child turns eight. Anglicare strongly believes that payments to sole parents
must be maintained and that support for this group must be improved.

Anglicare will continue to work with people experiencing financial hardship both in its
provision of services and advocating for policy change at a State and Federal level.
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APPENDIX A

Data Weighting

Population data used to construct the weights for this survey were drawn from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics estimated resident population (ABS, 2003a, b) as at June
30, 2003 and Centrelink Tasmania Payment Statistics for March 2005.

The population was divided into three regions, North, South and North West, which cover
areas identical to the ABS statistical divisions. North covers the Northern Statistical
Division, South covers the Southern and Greater Hobart Statistical Divisions and North-
West covers the Mersey-Lyell Statistical Division.

It was necessary to calculate estimates of the number of 18 and 19 year olds living in
each region as people of this age were included in a 15-19 year old age group in the ABS
tables. The 18 and 19 year olds were assumed to account for 2/5 of the 15-19 year old
population in each region.

Centrelink data were also used to conduct the weighting as these data provide important
information on income status. The March 2005 statistics on payments by local
government area were used as this coincided with the time period when the bulk of the
survey forms were completed by participants and the LGA areas can be combined
together to be geographically identical to the regions outlined above. The categories
used were adults in receipt of Youth Allowance, Newstart Allowance, Aged Pension,
Disability Support Pension, Parenting Payment Single and Parenting Payment Partnered.
Those not in receipt of one of the major income support payments were placed in a
separate category which for the purposes of this analysis will be considered as ‘non-
recipients of the major Centrelink income support payments’. As estimated population
data for 2005 was not available, the total population used to determine the size of this
‘non-recipient’ group was based on the 2003 estimated population figures from the ABS.
It should also be noted that there was a group of a few thousand people on the major
Centrelink income support payments whose region of residence was unknown; for the
purposes of the weighting calculations these adults were distributed proportionally
across the three regions according to the overall population living in the region.
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