ANGLICARE TASMANIA
COMMUNITIES FOR CHILDREN

TRANSITIONS

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
2ND & 3RD OF MARCH

Launceston Tamar Valley

The Communities for Children initiative is funded by the
Australian Government Department of Social Services

The 2021 Communities for Children Conference is
proudly supported by the Tasmanian Government

Welcome
CEO, Chris Jones

We are not disconnected. We are more than faces on a screen. We are
people with a shared purpose that has brought us together for the sixth
Communities for Children conference, hosted by Anglicare Tasmania.
The coronavirus pandemic has demonstrated the
importance of working together to find solutions.
Progress is made when we harness the strengths of
communities, protect the most vulnerable, invest
resources, collaborate, innovate and encourage.
One decision that made a positive difference to the lives
of children and families in recent times was the provision
of the coronavirus supplement. Over a million Australian
children benefited from this access to support at a level
that allowed more families to live with dignity.
The supplement meant parents could afford to provide
children with regular meals of nutritious food and to buy
new clothing and shoes for growing bodies. It assisted
women and children to escape situations of domestic
violence. It paid for medication and supported children’s
learning. Such essentials should be available always.
The coronavirus supplement demonstrated the urgent
need for the Federal Government to permanently raise
the rate of support payments. Lifting families out of
poverty will help to improve the lives of children.
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This conference will reinforce the necessity of this kind
of systemic level change. It will also highlight what
is working at the community level and examples of
initiatives that might be replicated or scaled up.
The exciting line up of international and Australian
speakers will highlight best practice in supporting
children to have a good start in life - to be loved and
safe, healthy, participating, learning, to have material
basics, and a positive sense of culture and identity.
Funding of this biennial event is provided by the
Australian Government’s Department of Social Services
through Communities for Children.
Thank you for your commitment to the wellbeing of
children and for your adaptability in switching to the
virtual format. I trust this conference will be a time of
learning and connection – with great outcomes for
children in Tasmania and beyond.
Chris Jones
CEO Anglicare Tasmania

Program
Day 1 | Tuesday 2 March 2021 | 9.30am – 3.00pm

Notes: Some sessions will combine a recorded presentation
followed by live Q&A session with the presenter
Program subject to change without notice

Click on the sessions to take you straight to the webinar

Plenary Session 9.30am – 12.00pm
9.30am

Welcome and Housekeeping
Hosted by Rachel Williams
 Welcome to Country – Tessa Atto, Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre
 Lighting of the bonfire – Artist commission by Ralf Haertal
 Address – Chris Jones, CEO, Anglicare Tasmania
Address – Leanne McLean, Commissioner for Children and Young People Tasmania

9.45am

Keynote Speaker #kn1_peter-hutton
Insiders secrets to making positive transitions throughout school
Peter Hutton, (Vic) Future Schools Alliance

10.45am

Morning Tea Break

11.00am

Keynote Speaker #kn2_drlaura-jana
The Toddler Brain: Nurturing Skills in Early Childhood that Will Shape Our Children’s Future
Dr. Laura Jana (USA) - Penn State University, Edna Bennett Pierce Prevention Research Center,
Pediatrician, Author and Connector of Dots

12.00pm

Lunch Break and Activity

Afternoon Parallel Workshop Sessions 12.30pm – 2.00pm
Hosted by Elizabeth Daly OAM
Room 1
12.30pm

Room 2

Storytelling #ws1_story-telling
How to use stories to share
information, and support
action for children, families and
communities in the early years
Annette Fuller and
Di Nailon

Parenting

#ws2_homeless-fathers

Lessons and challenges from
working with homeless fathers
and their children
Bob Walker, Dr Ron Frey
and David Taylor

Room 3
Anxiety and tricky kids

#ws3_anxiety

Tips and tools to help
understand atypical kids’ needs
Charl Fourie

5 minute buffer for attendees that need to change zoom links
1.15pm

Family separation

#ws4_family-separation

Discuss what led to the Tommy
and Terry Tiger book and film
Darren Mort

Physical development

#ws5_brains-and-bodies

Brains and Bodies: In Transition
Nikki Taranis

Identity #ws6_lgbtqia
Providing an inclusive
practice and community
for LGBTIQA+ people
Sharon Corvinus-Jones

5 minute buffer for attendees to return to plenary room
2.00pm

Keynote Speaker #kn3_darren-mort
Watch ‘Tommy’, a short- film created by Darren Mort dealing with family separation and the
impact on children. Hear about the making of the film and book Tommy and Terry Tiger and discuss
how families can heal while protecting children from the battlefield of family separation.
Darren Mort, (Vic) Barrister-at-law, Mediator and Arbitrator, Producer, Author, Actor and Director
of To Be Loved Network

3.00pm

Close
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Program
Day 2 | Wednesday 3 March 2021 | 9.30am – 2.10pm

Notes: Some sessions will combine a recorded presentation
followed by live Q&A session with the presenter
Program subject to change without notice

Click on the sessions to take you straight to the webinar

Plenary Session 9.30am – 12.00pm
9.30am

Welcome Back and Recap
Hosted by Rachel Williams
 Children’s voice from our community
 Anglicare Tas. Communities for Children – Partner Showcase
 Introduction to the palawa kani language program – Tessa Atto

9.45am

Keynote Speaker #kn4_will-smith
The impact indirect influence has on young people
Will discusses his role with JCP Youth in Tasmania and the impact that is being driven by the work
across the state. Will gives an insight into the success of the participants and how they bring about
change in a young persons life
Will Smith

10.45am

Morning Tea Break

11.00am

Keynote Speaker #kn5_marina-dickson
How neuroscience helps us to understand the importance of play and movement
in supporting healthy developmental transitions
Marina Dickson Executive Manager - Professional Education Services Australian Childhood Foundation

12.00pm

Lunch Break and Activity

Afternoon Parallel Workshop Sessions 12.30pm – 2.00pm
Hosted by Elizabeth Daly OAM

12.30pm

Room 1

Room 2

Community Development

Child Safety

Identifying and supporting skills
and assets in your community
Fiona Miller

Service Redesign – key changes
to the way Child Safety will do
business in the future
Noel Fittock

#ws7_skills-and-assets

#ws8_child-safety

Room 3
Community

#ws9_first-nations-voices

meenah neenah and the
changes needed in community
service systems to improve
engagement with First Nations
People for family wellbeing
Vicki West, Uncle Murray
Everett and Marcia Humble

5 minute buffer for attendees that need to change zoom links
1.15pm

Child Homelessness

#ws10_child-homelessness

A framework for ending
unaccompanied child
homelessness in Tasmania
Dr Catherine Robinson
2.00pm

Child Safety #ws11_safe-kids
Strong Families Safe Kids
Advice and Referral Line
Zaharenia Galanos, Georgia
Sloan and Christine Cribbin

Closing Remarks
 Extinguishing of the bonfire and conference close
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Community Development
#ws12_childrens-voices

A pragmatic guide to
engaging and amplifying
the voices of children
Melody West

Opening
session hosts
Rachel Williams

Elizabeth Daly OAM

Leanne McLean

Rachel Williams, once a young,
bright-eyed teenager at The
Examiner, then a glowing
smiling face reading the news at
Southern Cross TV, has taken her
love of storytelling into her new
communications business, Millwood
Media. Rachel is a trusted face
on our screens, built from loyalty,
compassion and community spirit.
Her personable yet professional
nature, combined with a genuine
passion for people and their stories,
make her the perfect person to
host both morning sessions of
the communities for children
conference.

Elizabeth has had a long career in
education as a teacher, consultant,
and principal, as well as both a
Senior Superintendent and District
Superintendent, Early Years Policy
and Planning.

Leanne McLean is Tasmania’s
Commissioner for Children and
Young People. Her role is to
promote the rights and wellbeing
of Tasmanian children and young
people—including ensuring that their
rights are considered and promoted
by adults when making decisions
that may affect children. Her work
with children and young people
includes shaping, delivering and
communicating policies which affect
them and empowering them to
shape their own future.

Since “retiring” she has worked
part-time for two non-government
organisations, The Smith Family
and Colony 47, and has been the
Acting Commissioner for Children
for the Tasmanian Government. She
currently Co-Chairs the B4 Coalition
with the Commissioner for Children
and Young People. Elizabeth has
served on numerous boards and
organisations including: Inaugural
chair on the Northern Early Years
Group; Chair of Tasmanian Early
Years Foundation; UTas Alumni;
TasDance; and served as a member
on all of the above as well as the
University Council, the Royal
Flying Doctors Service and the
Communities for Children Council.
Elizabeth has a particular interest
in engaging with young parents
to take positive steps towards
their own education and training,
particularly as they work alongside
their child in early learning settings.

Tessa Atto
Tessa is a palawa kani language
worker at Tasmanian Aboriginal
corporation and is part of the
palawa kani language retrieval and
revival program.
See Tessa offer her Welcome to
Country on day one, and she also
presents a short recorded segment
about the language program she
runs on the morning session of day 2.
Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children
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Welcome
to Country
About the bonfire and its creation
“The Communities for Children Team decided
to collaborate with a local artist to create a visual
centrepiece for our virtual conference and to have
community involvement. After approaching Ralf
Haertel, the idea to create a sculpture of a bonfire took
hold. We also invited children and their parents to
participate in the creation of the bonfire. We contacted
the neighbourhood houses in three of our geographical
areas in the Launceston Tamar Valley region to help
support our initiative. The neighbourhood houses
welcomed the idea of co- hosting an art workshop with
us, where children from their communities, together with
their parent(s) and carers could be involved from a grassroots level. The children and their families helped Ralf to
create coals for the base of the bonfire and wrapped tree
branches in fabric. We had a local film crew at each event
to record the children and other community members in
action. The art workshops were followed by a barbeque.
Loads of fun was had by all who attended on the day.
Ralf then worked with several of the children who
attended the art workshops and barbeques to put the
bonfire sculpture together and ignite it using lights and
wind. Some of the comments made by the children at the
art workshops were written on the central cone.

Ralf Haertel
Bio
Ralf Haertel is a Tasmanian based artist whose current
practice incorporates large scale environmental
installation, textiles, collaborative engagement with
other artists and community through festivals and
community based projects, small group workshops,
curatorial projects, film and new media projects, along
with freelance work in creative project management,
mentoring, and other diverse arts industry roles.
Acknowledgements
Communities for Children team would like to thank the
following for their part in bringing this project to life:
•	
The Beaconsfield community and Janne from the
Beaconsfield House
•	
The Ravenswood community and Nettie,
Bethany, Todd and Julie from Starting Point
Neighbourhood House
•	
The Northern Suburbs community and Mary,
Debbie and Caz from the Northern Suburbs
Community Centre
•	
Ella, Meg and Allison from CatholicCare Tasmania
•	
Ralf Haertel would also like to acknowledge and thank
Hiromi Tango and Amanda Parer.
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Virtual space
Using technology
For this year’s conference, we’ve gone online! The
platform we’ve elected to use is Zoom which will enable
us to broadcast our presenters to your screen as if they’re
on a stage in front of you. The benefits for the participant
using this technology are several: you get the ability to
learn in your own preferred space, in your pj’s if you wish;
we will record the sessions you can watch again later or
view any you may miss; audience participation is your
choice with Q&A sessions not using video cameras.
Some tips for maximising your
time at this conference:
•	
Keep an open mind
•	
Organize your session schedule by working through
this program to decide which workshops you’ll attend
•	
Set time aside for getting immersed in the conference
rather than having it on in the background

If you’re not used to using Slack you might like to mute
your notifications, and hide activity in the preferences
menu so you’re not too distracted. Also, you might prefer
to just use Slack during break times.
For groups of workmates or friends, you can have your
very own private channel to chat amongst yourselves if
you wish.

Slack etiquette
Have fun with emojis. Not everyone appreciates
abbreviations, acronyms and shorthand.
The green dot on someone’s name indicates
they’re active on Slack. But just remember
not all attendees using Slack will read your
message straight away, so don’t expect an
instant response. Our admin team will however,
respond as quickly as possible.

•	
Minimize distractions
•	
Familiarize yourself with the tools of Zoom and Slack
•	
Know where to access the plenary or workshop links
and read ahead what is required for you to join in
•	
Take notes, just like a face to face conference

•	
#lobby - we’ll post all the zoom links and presentation
information in here

•	
Many of the workshop presenters will ask you to get
involved, some will use break out rooms - get ready to
participate!

•	
#general - we’ll post general information about the
conference in here

Using Slack during the conference for networking

Join Slack

Slack is a communications platform that will enable you
to communicate with other conference attendees. It is
free to use, you just need to sign in, and you can use it on
your PC, laptop or phone (download the app). Using a
whole host of different #channels you’ll be able to enter
conversations and move between groups at your leisure
during the conference - just like you would at a face to
face conference. Even before the conference starts you
might like to introduce yourself in the #introductions
channel and see who else is attending.
Channels are organised in common themes. Read
through the list on the left hand menu and click between
them to join or start a conversation.
This is not mandatory to join, but you’ll find it very useful in
meeting new people and seeking answers and help along
the way. You don’t have to download to your computer,
just use it in the browser if you prefer.
8
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•	
#help - go here if you are stuck

Keynote speakers
Peter Hutton

Dr Laura Jana

Insider secrets to making positive
transitions throughout school

The Toddler Brain: Nurturing Skills in Early
Childhood that Will Shape Our Children’s Future
Pediatrician, Author and Connector of Dots

Future Schools Alliance and Director,
Hutton Consulting Australia

How young people experience school can have a
profound impact on their mental and physical health
as well as their life outcomes. The schooling system
was originally designed to sort students on the basis
of academic potential rather that ensure that all young
people leave with a positive learning experience. Whilst
improvements have been made, there is still much work
to be done. Peter will use his 30 years of working within
the system to provide practical examples of how to
navigate the system to best support vulnerable young
people and make their journey as successful as possible.
Bio
Peter is a maverick, a free radical, a challenger of the
status quo. His strength is in empowering students and
supporting educational leaders to build innovative and
adaptive school cultures. As a person with dyslexia, Peter
sees the world differently.
Co-founding the Future Schools Alliance in 2018, Peter
now works with a community of 70 schools to significantly
improve the lives of young people by transforming
the education system to promote purpose-filled
empowered learning and equip young people for times
of exponential change.
Peter was the former Principal of Templestowe College
which has been recognised by Finland’s HundrED
organisation as one of the most innovative schools in the
world. Peter advocates strongly for educational equity,
the removal of ATAR and appears regularly on ‘The
Project’, ‘The Drum’ and his TedX presentation has been
viewed over 300,000 times.

Penn State University,
Edna Bennett Pierce Prevention Research Center

In this talk, pediatrician, author and social entrepreneur
Dr. Laura Jana shares her strategic, cross-sector approach
to explaining the importance of early childhood and
advocating for investments in early childhood. In the
context of a globally complex and rapidly changing
world, Dr. Jana provides an overview of the current
science of early brain and child development and explains
the critical role that early educators and other caring
responsive adults play in the shaping of brain architecture
and the fostering of foundational skills (skills she defines
as “QI Skills”) needed for success in the 21st Century.
Bio
Dr Laura Jana is a US-based pediatrician, early educator,
and award-winning author of 30+ children/parenting
books with a faculty appointment at Penn State University.
Having first gained national recognition working with
world-renowned pediatrician, Dr. Benjamin Spock,
she has 20+ years experience working with parents,
educators, media, academia, government organisations,
non-profits and corporations alike. From her longstanding
role as an early literacy advocate and 10-year owner of
a 200-student educational child care center to her role
as Director of Innovation in Public Health and media
spokesperson for the American Academy of Pediatrics, Dr
Jana is dedicated to addressing the most pressing needs
of children, families and communities.
Her most recent books, The Toddler Brain and Jumping
Into Kindergarten, focus on the critical set of socialemotional and other skills needed to succeed in the 21st
Century and their foundational development during the
first 5 years.

Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children
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Keynote speakers
Darren Mort

Marina Dickson

Watch “Tommy” - a short film made from
the eyes of a child in the midst of parental
separation.

How neuroscience helps us to understand the
importance of play and movement in supporting
healthy developmental transitions

Followed by discussion around the underpinning
research and identified needs of children and
families that are impacted during times of
separation. How creatively can we share and tell
stories that have an impact for change?

Psychologist, Theresa Kestly tells us ‘Play is a neural
exercise and I have never met a child who is able to resist
being part of this type of exercise.’ For those of us working
with young children we know the importance of play but
sometimes are not sure why that is. This presentation
considers some key principles related to neurobiology,
play and movement and its implications for us in
promoting transitions that enable the critical foundation
of healthy early child development.

Barrister-at-law, Mediator and Arbitrator, Producer,
Author, Actor and Director of To Be Loved Network

Bio
Darren graduated in Law/Science at Melbourne University
and by 1990 he was admitted to the Victorian Bar and
specialized in areas of Family Law/De Facto Law and
Family Violence. He has involved himself in training
advocates and served on the Reader’s List committee and
is a Mentor to Melbourne University Law Students.
Darren is also a professional actor/producer. His recent
short film on Family Violence “Degree of Separation” won
7 international film awards, including Best Foreign Film in
Hollywood and several Outstanding Excellence Awards.
Darren is a Director of “To Be Loved Network”, which
produces resources advancing the best interests of
children navigating conflict in parental separation
and divorce.
Darren has recently published a book, “Tommy & Tiger
Terry” and has launched a short film on children and
family violence “TOMMY” in August, 2019.
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Executive Manager - Professional Education Services
Australian Childhood Foundation

Bio
Marina oversees all of the professional training and
accredited programs delivered by the Australian
Childhood Foundation. She is also responsible for the
development and facilitation of a number of training
initiatives nationally. She is a social worker and educator
with previous clinical experience working with vulnerable
and abused children in a range of education settings. She
has trained extensively across the welfare and education
sectors with a focus on the neurobiology of trauma,
trauma-based interventions and loss and grief.

Keynote speakers
Will Smith
The impact indirect influence has
on young people
Will discusses his role with JCP Youth in
Tasmania and the impact that is being driven by
the work across the state. Will gives an insight
into the success of the participants and how they
bring about change in a young persons life.
Bio
Will Smith is an Australian Youth Leadership Expert,
Coach and Speaker. Will is the CEO and Founder of JCP
Empowering Youth. He is known for his decade long
youth work; developing, implementing and connecting
innovative youth programs in Australia and around the
world. Will is a nationally awarded role model that has
been recognised for his leadership contribution to the
Australian community. Will draws experiences from
the red carpet of Hollywood, to working in the war-torn
streets of an active red-zone in the Middle East.

Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children
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Workshops
Day 1 | Tuesday 2 March 2021

Storytelling
Annette Fuller, Senior Project
Officer B4, Department of
Education and Di Nailon
B4 Leader

Parenting

The B4 Early Years Coalition
(B4) Community Storytellers
Project: How to use stories
to share information, and
support action for children,
families and communities in
the early years.

Bob Walker, Family, Housing and
Community Services Manager,
City Mission presenting with
Dr Ron Frey and David Taylor.

Stories can be powerful agents of
social change. They can be used to
share knowledge and influence our
thoughts, actions and behaviours.
But how can we use stories better,
more effectively in sharing the early
years story? B4 will share:

This workshop details the
challenges of working with
homeless men who have major child
care responsibilities. It will detail
the characteristics of men who
engage in the DIY Dads program
run by Hobart City Mission since
October 2016. It will look at both
the challenges faced by this group
of men, particularly with regard to
parenting their children, and the
challenges faced by those who work
with them. Topics will be presented
in a discussion based format with
the emphasis being on the learnings
and further questions gathered
from the three years of experience
conducting this program rather than
detailing the program itself.

•	
their learnings’ and experiences
in piloting and implementing
the B4 Community Storytellers
Project, and
•	
the skills, secrets and knowledge
needed to be an impactful early
years storyteller.
You will leave the workshop
empowered, motivated and with a
bagful of tips and tricks to ensure
you can share the importance of the
early years with everyone, through
stories!
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Anxiety and
tricky kids

Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children

Lessons and challenges from
working with homeless fathers
and their children

Charl Fourie, Clinical Psychologist,
Windsor Psychology.

Tips and tools to help
understand atypical
kids’ needs
Charl works with families
and children struggling with
neurodevelopmental disorders,
disruptive dehaviour disorders,
anxiety and mood disorders
and other emotional difficulties.
Charl will share some tips on
how to integrate complementary
best practice, evidence based
methodologies and techniques to
help your child navigate disruptive
transitions in their lives.

Workshops

Day 1 | Tuesday 2 March 2021

Family
separation

Physical
development

Darren Mort,

Nikki Taranis, Therapeutic
Specialist, Australian Childhood
Foundation

Discuss in this smaller
workshop group what led to
Tommy and Terry Tiger being
written and the background
to making the film you’ll see in
the plenary session following
the workshop.
Read more about Darren in the
keynote section.

Brains and Bodies:
In Transition
Transitions can be challenging for
everyone, in particular children and
young people. In this workshop we
will explore the role of the brain
and body in transitions, and ways
to support successful transitions at
home and at school.

Identity
Sharon Corvinus-Jones, Executive
Officer - Kentish Regional Clinic Inc.

Inclusive Practice and
Communities for LGBTIQA+
People
Sharon shares her lived experience
of coming to terms with her own
gender identity and sexuality along
with what worked and didn’t work
for her and tips on how we should
work with children around their
sexuality and gender identity.
Sharon has lived and worked in rural
Australia and identifies as ‘Gender
Non-conforming’, challenging
transphobia and homophobia.
She is well aware of the need for
LGBTIQA+ inclusive organisations
and communities and says ‘I wish
there was support for me when I felt
alone, isolated and was struggling
to make sense of my life. It would
have made such a difference to my
journey.’ Sharon is a ‘Change Agent’
with a passion in suicide prevention,
community development and
celebrating diversity.

BONUS!

We’ll be giving away 20
copies of Darren’s book
on day 1. Tune in for a
chance to win one!
Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children
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Workshops
Day 2 | Wednesday 3 March 2021

Community
development

Child safety

Children’s voices

Fiona Miller, Community
Consultancy, Education and
Learning

Noel Fittock, Change Manager Strong Families Safe Kids

Melody West, Research and
Engagement Fellow, Peter
Underwood Centre

Identifying and supporting
skills and assets in your
community
Many of the challenges faced by
families and communities require
transformational change, which
can best be achieved by focusing
on the “strengths within”. This
workshop will focus on practices
and principles to access and build
on the strengths that exist within
the community. We will explore
ways of marrying individual skills to
events, programs or projects that
the community would like to initiate
and see grow, for the benefit of our
children and families. Asset Based
Community Development provides
a powerful strengths-based
approach for better outcomes and
together we can create them, when
we listen, observe and connect with
purposeful intention.
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A Child Safety Service In
Transition
Strong Families Safe Kids reform
was launched in 2016 marking the
beginning of a four-year agenda of
broad change in the child and family
service sector. At the heart of this
reform was the desire to ensure the
wellbeing and safety of children and
resilience of families in Tasmania
was a collective and shared
responsibility. This presentation
explores the impact of Strong
Families Safe Kids on transforming
Child Safety Services in Tasmania
from a forensic, child rescue service
to one that works in partnership
with adult caregivers to secure the
safety and wellbeing of children.

A pragmatic guide to
engaging and amplifying the
voices of children
This presentation offers practical
tools about engaging and listening
to children where their voices may
amplify the understandings and
practices of the work that you do. It
draws upon research and projects
undertaken in the Peter Underwood
Centre, where child friendly
methods and listening and acting
on the voices of children are the
focal point of what we do.

Workshops

Day 2 | Wednesday 3 March 2021

Child
homelessness
Dr Catherine Robinson,
Social Researcher, Social Action
and Research Centre

Ending unaccompanied child
homelessness in Tasmania
This presentation offers
a framework for ending
unaccompanied child homelessness
in Tasmania. Drawing on a suite
of research projects conducted
through the Social Action and
Research Centre, Anglicare
Tasmania, this presentation will
unpack and explain policy and
practice innovations that can be
implemented across the prevention
to response spectrum. These ideas
will provide a starting point to
prompt further audience discussion
of where we think our efforts should
be concentrated and what other
strategic interventions may need to
be considered.

Child safety

Community

Zaharenia Galanos (Manager –
State wide Strong Families Safe Kids
Advice and Referral Line), Georgie
Sloan (Child Safety and Wellbeing
Liaison Officer, Strong Families
Safe Kids Advice and Referral Line),
Christine Cribbin (Integrated
Family Support Worker, Jordan
River Services Inc.)

Vicki West, Uncle Murray Everett,
Marcia Humble

Strong Families Safe Kids
Advice and Referral Line
The aim of this presentation will
be to provide participants with
information about the Strong
Families Safe Kids Advice and
Referral Line, why it was created,
based on what theory and how
it is performing since it went live
in late 2018. Tasmania is the first
jurisdiction in Australia to adopt an
approach based on Professor David
Thorpe’s “The New Front Door”.
This approach brought together
the Gateway Service and Child
Safety Intake to enable a transition
in focus from solely assessing
whether information provided
in a notification is ‘risky enough’
for a Child Safety intervention, to
include a focus on assessing what
intervention the child and family
need to be safe and well.

First Nations Voice
Opportunities for improving
engagement and the changes needed
in community service systems to
work together for child, family and
community wellbeing. We hope this
theme can provide the platform for
the First Nations voice to be presented
from the context of children, families
and the community.
This is a presentation from the critical
Aboriginal perspective. Vicki, Uncle
Murray and Marcia will reflect on
their practices and how they alter
their programs to adapt to the
needs of the children and families
with which they work. Some of the
systems are developed, in Vicki’s
words, “The White Man’s” way and
that the programs and services
developed to enhance child, family
and community wellbeing are not a
one size fits all solution. The meenah
neenah program has been adapted
to suit the needs of the Aboriginal
community and structured in such
a way that it doesn’t set children
and families up to fail. The team will
present on what works well for the
Aboriginal community and why and
how community service systems can
better learn to adapt to fully support
the growth & wellbeing of children
and their families.

Anglicare Tasmania | Communities for Children
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Community
partners
showcase
Beaconsfield
Neighbourhood House
•	
The Fun Station, after school
program
Catholic Care
•	Family Mental Health
Intervention for Children including Storm Birds, Seasons
for Growth, Milo Club
Ripple FX
•	
Equine Therapy Program
Migrant Resource Centre,
Northern Tasmania
•	
Multicultural Supported
Playgroup
Mission Australia
•	Parenting programs including
Drumbeat, Triple P Positive
Parenting Program, Bringing
Up Great Kids

Northern Suburbs Community
Centre Newnham
•	
Community Family Worker in
Rocherlea, Mayfield, Dilston and
Lilydale - Programs include Circle
of Security and Playsteps.
Northern Suburbs Community
Centre Mowbray
•	
Community Family Worker in
Invermay, Mowbray, Newnham
and Lilydale - Programs include
Circle of Security and Playsteps
Northern Suburbs
Community Centre
•	
meenah neenah, Aboriginal
Cultural Arts Program

Playgroup Tasmania
•	
PlayConnect George Town
Port Dalrymple School
•	
Youth Networker - Programs
including Drumbeat and
Seasons for Growth
Starting Point
Neighbourhood House
•	
Community Cooking
with Children
Waverley Primary
School Association
•	
Grow and SHINE

About Communities for Children
Anglicare Tas. as facilitating partner is responsible for the overall
facilitation and management of the Communities for Children
initiative within the Launceston Tamar Valley areas with funding
provided by the Department of Social Services.
We collaborate with other organisations to provide a holistic
service system for children (0-12) and families by strengthening
relationships, improving the wellbeing of children and young
people and increasing participation of people in community life
to enhance family and community functioning.
As part of this role, Anglicare’s Communities for Children
initiative, funds other organisations (known as Community
Partners) to provide services that build on local strengths to
meet local community needs and communities with the
opportunity to input into the development of approaches
that best reflect their circumstances.
See above a list of all Anglicare’s Communities for
Children Community Partners 2020-2021 who
deliver services and supports to our Launceston
Tamar Valley children, families and communities.
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Support for children, young
people and their families
Anglicare is a not-for-profit organisation. We have helped
Tasmanians for over 30 years, offering choice, support and hope.
Many of our services are designed to support people through the
different stages of life.
Our programs are free and confidential.
Our services

Our values

Support when life is difficult

Hope

• Support for children, young people
and their families

Confidently reaching for fullness of life.

• Mental health services

Showing empathy and care for those
in need.

Compassion

• Support for the impact of alcohol
and other drugs

Justice

• Financial counselling and gambling support
• Housing support

Promoting the fair distribution
of resources and opportunities.

Disability and NDIS services

Respect

Aged and home care services

Recognising the inherent value
and dignity of every person.

1800 243 232
anglicare-tas.org.au
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